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Dr. J. Greg Hanson

Dr. J. Greg Hanson (Ph.D., Computer Science, 1987) was among 
the first to earn a Doctorate in Computer Science from UCF.   A 
graduate of  the Air Force Academy and the Air Force Institute of  
Technology (AFIT), he was selected by the Air Force to attend UCF 
to study Computer Science prior to being assigned to the Pentagon 
to run the Division that designed and operated the Department of  
Defense’s budget databases.   Sponsored by AFIT, Greg had the 
opportunity to pick any university in the nation that offered a Ph.D. 
in Computer Science at the time.  He chose UCF and matriculated 
there in 1984, because he believed UCF was destined to be a 
leading American engineering institution.  He was not 
disappointed.

While at UCF, Greg studied under Dr. Ali Ooroji (his Committee 
Chair) and Dr. Gary Whitehouse. Together they pioneered a new 
database machine design, built entirely in software, which received 
acclaim both in Computer Science and Industrial Engineering 
publications.  During their time in Orlando, Greg and his wife, 
Linda, lived in Deltona and their son, Matthew, was born in 1985.  
After graduating in December 1987, and following his Pentagon 
assignment, Greg served as the Chief  Scientist at NATO’s Central 
Command in Brunssum, the Netherlands, where he authored the 
AFCENT Five Year Data Automation Plan, built the largest office 
automation network in NATO, and served as the technical lead on 
the Command’s $ 200M Alternate War Headquarters.  After 

returning from Europe, Greg’s final Air Force assignment was as the top Air Force Software Engineer at the 
Pentagon.   He retired from the Air Force in 1997 and began his career with industry.  

Beginning in April 1997, Greg served as the first CTO at Telos Corporation, a $200M international technology 
company, where he led product and technology development. He helped create five new businesses including 
a highly-successful information assurance spin-off  called Xacta, where he was a founder and Xacta’s first 
CTO.   Four years later, he was recruited to join Universal Systems & Technology (UNITECH) as CTO where he 
developed and executed technology and business strategies, growing the company from $42M to over $80M 
in annual revenues in less than two years.  At UNITECH, Greg led a 100 person software factory developing 
distance learning products for federal and commercial customers and managed TSA’s first support contract– 
a $20M, six month effort, supporting the newly-formed TSA’s CIO following the tragic events of  9/11.

In 2003, Greg received a call from the Unites States Senate Sergeant at Arms and was asked to once again 
serve his country as the first Assistant Sergeant at Arms and Chief  Information Officer (CIO) for the United 
States Senate.  As the Senate’s CIO he was responsible for technology vision, strategy, and day-to-day 
operations of  a 500-person organization and a $150M budget supporting Senate operations, nation-wide.  His 
duties there included daily interaction with Senators, their staffs, committees, and executive officers of  the 
Senate as well as the House of  Representatives and various Federal Law Enforcement and Intelligence 
Agencies.  He was also responsible for systems supporting continuity of  operations (COOP), security, and 
continuity of  government (COG) and supported a variety of  events including inaugurations, Presidential 
funerals, a Ricin attack on the Senate office complex, and disaster operations following Hurricane Katrina.

After serving as the Senate’s CIO for five years, Greg once again was recruited to return to industry as the 
Chief  Operating Officer (COO) for a leading edge technology company, Criterion Systems.  In 2011, he left 

With all that in mind, I am happy that we had previously planned this special issue of  our newsletter focused on our 
students. We celebrate their accomplishments and personalities. Not only will you learn about Alan Eustace and Melanie 
Kaprocki, but also about other very interesting alumni. These include Dr. Theresa Haynes, who has made a huge impact in 
graph theory and Dr. Greg Hanson, who became the first Chief  Information Officer of  the United States Senate. We also 
celebrate current students on the UCF Programming team, and future students in the Junior Knights program. We hope 
you will enjoy this celebration of  students. If  you have interesting stories to tell about other students at UCF, we would love 
to hear them!
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JUNIOR KNIGHTS

In the beginning of  the 2011-2012 academic 
year, Dr. Niels Lobo had just finished his 
PROFIT grant, where he worked with high 
school teachers and students, teaching them 
how to incorporate the software tool, Geogebra, 
into high school classrooms. After three years, 
Dr. Lobo had made many contacts in area high 
schools and wanted to continue to harness that 
relationship, even though the grant ended. He 
teamed with Mr. Arup Guha to teach 
programming to area students for free on 
Saturdays at UCF, calling the program Junior 
Knights.

The initial plan was to teaching C programming 
to students for three hours on 10 consecutive 
Saturdays. Students would receive an hour 
lecture, followed by a break, and then work on 
exercises based on the lectures. Teaching 
assistants (TAs) would be available to help 
students on a one–to–one basis. Dr. Lobo 

contacted teachers he had met through the PROFIT grant and asked them to share information about 
the program with their students. Computer Science paid for two TAs for the program. As a result, Alan 
Wright and Randall Thornton, undergraduates in Computer Science at UCF, were hired as TAs. Alan and 
Randall were a great help, assisting students and providing detailed feedback to each, via email, about 
their problem solving technique and programming style. In the first semester, 40 students attended. 
The semester culminated with a programming contest in the second to last week and a closing lunch 
where several faculty members spoke to the students and their parents. 

In the ensuing semester, Spring 2012, many new students signed up and several former students 
returned. It was decided to split the 40 plus students into two classes. Arup worked with the students 
who had taken the course from the 2011 Fall semester, and Niels worked with the new students. Randall 
Thornton left the program and Dr. Leavens approved replacing him with two new TAs. Dan Gau and 

Criterion to assume his current position as General Manager for NCI’s, Enterprise Solutions Sector.  
NCI is a publicly-traded company where Greg leads a $100M business unit with worldwide operations 
serving the Department of  Defense, Federal Civilian Agencies, and the National Intelligence Communi-
ty.

Since graduating from UCF in 1987, Greg has been busy.  In addition to positions summarized above, 
he is a respected international lecturer and author with numerous awards for leadership and 
professional excellence including the 2006 UCF Distinguished Alumnus Award, two Federal Computer 
Week Fed100 Awards,   AFFIRM’s Award for Leadership in Service Excellence and Management, and 
AFCEA’s Gold Medal for Engineering and Excellence in Information Technology awards. 

He has been teaching graduate-level computer science and information technology courses for the 
George Washington University, the University of  Maryland, and the University of  Maryland University 
College (UMUC) since 1988 and has served as a guest lecturer at the National Defense University.  He 
currently serves on the Boards of  two corporations as well as UCF’s College of  Engineering and 
Computer Science Dean’s Advisory Board.  

Greg resides in Northern Virginia with his wife, Linda.  His children, Matthew and Kaley are both 
graduates of  Virginia Tech and are pursuing successful careers in the technology sector.  Greg 
attributes much of  his success to the time he spent, and the things he learned, at UCF.  He enjoys 
staying actively engaged with UCF and was a keynote presenter in UCF’s ELI2 Program in 2012.

Ryan working one on one with Sachin



!

Unfortunately, Leslie was unable to continue working with 
Junior Knights after the 2012 Fall semester, so the program 
returned to a two course format, one in C and one in Python. A 
few of  the advanced students consulted with Gabriel to get 
alternate assignments, while Dan still worked with the C 
students and Kelvin with the Python students. Over 50 students 
attended sessions. Two high school computer science teachers, 
Kyle Dencker from Timber Creek and a UCF alum, and Mary 
Pack from University High School, regularly attended and 
helped students on an ad hoc basis.

Last semester, Junior Knights served 25 students in both a C 
and a Python course. This semester, a vast majority of  the 
students took C (17 students), while five students took Python 
and three were 
a d v a n c e d 
students who 
were given extra 

instruction on programming contests. TAs for the semester were Ryan 
Villaflores, a Junior Knight alumni, and Kyle Dencker, who was hired 
officially after his help from the previous semester.

Several program alumni are now majoring in computing disciplines at 
UCF: for example, Matt Jurewicz, Ryan Villeflores, Josiah Wong and 
Kevin Colley. Kevin has joined the Programming Team in his freshman 
year, which is quite an accomplishment! As the program continues, Dr. 
Lobo and Mr. Guha hope to expose more students to computer science 
and have more Junior Knights alumni become students at UCF.

Katlin Joachim were hired and both performed 
wonderfully. Katlin brought youth and exuberance to 
the group. As a relatively new programmer herself, 
she identified easily with the students' struggles. 
Dan's laid back attitude, knowledge of  games, and 
his ability to relate to students on a personal level 
was very helpful.

In the Fall of  2012, a former middle school teacher, Leslie 
Daniels, offered to teach the programming language 
Scratch as part of  the Junior Knights program. Leslie 
loved teaching and had taught Scratch in her middle 
school science classes. Due to the rigid structure of  
middle school curricula, Leslie had been forced to 
abandon teaching Scratch in her classes. Junior Knights 
provided her a venue to teach Scratch to middle school 
students. Arup then decided that it might be beneficial to 
introduce Python to the younger students. As a result, 
Junior Knights expanded to three courses: A Scratch class 
for middle school students, a Python class for the younger 
students new to programming, and a C class for older 
students new to programming. The number of  students in each class was 21, 25, and 12, respectfully. Dan Gau 
remained as a teaching assistant from the previous term. Gabriel Hotchner and Kelvin Ly, both UCF Computer Science 
students, joined as new teaching assistants. Both Gabriel and Kelvin brought fresh minds to the Junior Knights 
program working hard and helping tremendously. Gabriel worked with the Scratch students, Kelvin with the Python 
students, and Dan with the C students. Scratch students enjoyed making animations, Python students had fun with 
impromptu activities like writing small adventure games to learn the "if" statement, and the C students enjoyed 
pursuing more serious programs.

Dr. Lobo checking out the scoreboard

Arup illustrating a swap of  two variables

Junior Knights, Fall 2013 Programming Contest
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THE UCF PROGRAMMING TEAM
The International Collegiate Programming Contest (ICPC) is 
organized by the Association for Computing Machinery 
(ACM). The contest is a 2-tiered process: teams compete in 
regional contests and, based on regional results, some 
teams advance to Contest Finals to determine the world 
champion. In 2013-14, over 10,000 teams from more than 
90 countries participated in the ICPC. 

UCF students have participated in the ICPC for the last 32 
years and have finished in the top three in the Southeast 
region (five states) every year, a record matched by no other 
school in the region. This includes a record 16 times in first 
place. The UCF team also finished 2nd in the 2014 North 
American Invitational Programming Contest (NAIPC) in 
2014. Teams from USA and Canada that have qualified for 
the final round of  ICPC were invited to NAIPC. In the previ-
ous two years of  that contest’s existence, UCF teams placed 
5th.

The team boasts many success stories. Many of  the team 
members earn top jobs at the most desired companies. One 

of  last year’s World Finals team members, Danny Wasserman, recently started at Google, to work on its knowledge 
engine. Danny was inspired to try out for the team from his successes at UCF’s High School Programming Tourna-
ment, which his team won during his senior year. At UCF, Danny participated on the programming team for all four 
years, with his teams getting 14th, 4th, 1st and 1st place, respectively at the South East Regionals contest from 
2010 – 2013. His teams got 48th and 21st place respectively at the ACM ICPC World Finals in 2013 and 2014. In 
addition to his programming prowess, Danny spent his time sharing his skills with aspiring high school students as 
a teaching assistant for three years at the Summer Institute at UCF, a summer high school computer science camp.

UCF has also taken the initiative to encourage females and freshmen 
to participate in ICPC. In the current academic year, 12 females and 
freshmen were trained as the Developmental (Junior Varsity) team 
members. Even though the Developmental Team is in its infancy, its 
members have already achieved some amazing successes. All seven 
of  the initial members from the 2012 team have earned lucrative 
internships with top companies around the country (Google, Micro-
soft, Facebook, MathWorks, Ultimate Software and more). Of  partic-
ular note, Cindy Moline, a high school student at Oak Ridge High 
School, first came to UCF as part of  Dr. Niels Lobo’s PROFIT grant. 
Though that grant focused on using computing tools to teach mathe-
matics, Dr. Lobo also taught programming to the high school 
students in the group. This inspired Cindy to want to be a computer 
scientist and attend UCF. Cindy spent two years on the Developmen-
tal Team, competed in both the South East Regional contest and the 
Mercer Programming Contest, and interned at Microsoft this past 
summer before earning a full-time position there starting in 2015, 
after she graduates. Cindy also found time to conduct undergradu-
ate research in computer science during her time at UCF. This includ-
ed reading computer vision topics and implementing algorithms for 
such things as optical flow detection and k–means clustering using 
Matlab. Cindy is about to finish her illustrious career as a UCF under-
graduate.

Please feel free to contact the team faculty advisor, Dr. Ali Orooji (phone: 407-823-5660, email: oroo-
ji@eecs.ucf.edu), for more details. 

Danny Wasserman

Cindy Moline
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